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Gungahlin Anglican Church

· believes in one God, our creator, who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit;

· believes in Jesus Christ, our Lord, who died on the cross and brought healing and 
hope into our brokenness and sin;

· looks to the Bible as the source of God’s message and instruction to us;

· is committed to reaching a hurting world, both locally and globally, with the Good 
News of Jesus Christ;

· worships in the Anglican tradition, but does so in a variety of ways with relevance 
to this century and the social context of the people of Gungahlin, for both those 
who may have been to church before and for those that have not; 

· meets in small groups, we seek to grow as Christians, both as individuals and as 
a church;

· works in partnership with Burgmann Anglican School; and

· belongs to the family of the Anglican Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn.

As God loves and cares for us, we strive to love and care for others. We are a people who 
use the skills, the time, and the resources given to us by God to minister to others.

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it. 1 Corinthians 12:27

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fel-
lowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was 
filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed by the 
apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and possessions to give to anyone 
who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together 
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favour of all the people. And the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved. Acts 2:42–47

About Gungahlin Anglican Church
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Gungahlin Anglican Church holds God (Father, Son and Holy Spirit) to be creator, and 
sustainer of the universe.

We acknowledge that all people are made in the image of God (Genesis 1:27) and there-
fore we welcome all people into our worship community.

As does our diocese,1 we acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land, past and 
present, in this diocese. We give thanks for the rich heritage of the Indigenous and Torres 
Strait Islander people who call this place home and respect their continuing culture and 
the contribution they make to the life of this church, diocese and region.

We also acknowledge the contribution made to our church by members who have 
migrated to Australia from other nations bringing new cultural dimensions to our lives.

We give thanks for all the wonderful people who regularly attend our services and share 
their Christian walk with all they meet.

We acknowledge the principal, staff, parents and students of Burgmann Anglican School 
for their cooperation with us in ministry and mission.

1 Diocesan Profile of the Anglican Diocese of Canberra & Goulburn, March 2018, 
p. 3.
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Foreword

Warmest congratulations to Gungahlin Anglican Church on the cele-
bration of 25 years. A very significant achievement of faithful witness!

When I arrived in Canberra in 1993, the Diocesan Administrator, Archdeacon 
Allan Huggins, gave me a list of immediate challenges: top of the list was “how 
do you intend to shape ministry in the new region of Gungahlin,” then pro-
jected to become almost one quarter of the city’s population. I was to quickly 
learn the diocese had ‘spent’ all its trust money and therefore any thought of 
a traditional parish was out of the question, even if it was desirable, which I 
did not think it was.
I had been responsible for starting new parishes and schools on the Sunshine 
Coast of Queensland and was convinced of partnerships between faith com-
munities and ministries of service within the community (education, health, 
welfare, business projects and the like). Deciding on a partnership between 
a new faith community and a school was a straight forward decision as both 
were equally important in this burgeoning area. My hope and prayer was that 
both entities would feed each other. This is of course, praise God, what has 
happened. The parish owes much to many people, notably Ian and Margaret 
Heywood and Vicky Cullen. The ‘take-off point’ was the partnership between 
Paul Browning and Malcolm Richards, they were the God-provided, right 
leaders at the right time.
The parish also owes much to the diocesan archdeacon of the time, Allan 
Ewing, who argued that just as we were used to making loans to parishes for 
buildings, we could make a loan to establish ministry, pay stipends and other 
necessary aspects of ministry. To the great credit of the parish the loan offered 
was never fully drawn down.
The Anglican Parish of Gungahlin is a wonderful example that ministry is 
possible if vision is combined with faithfulness and courage.
Every good wish to you all for the years that lie ahead.

Bishop George Browning
27 July 2018



A vision for the future …

It is my hope, prayer and dream that Gungahlin Anglican Church will 
grow to be a generous church, known for
• training, developing and sending members (clergy and laity) into 

the world;
• members who love God and love people; 
• members growing by Word and Spirit;
• members ready to serve Gungahlin, the diocese and the Kingdom 

of God;
• members who are thankful for God’s generosity to us and intentional 

about being generous to others; and
• members driven to share the greatest gift—the Good News of Jesus 

Christ.

Andrew Taylor, Rector

20 September 2018
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Introduction

Sometimes a church needs to take stock of its roots and origins, its achieve-
ments, and its current direction. This book is not a complete history of 

Gungahlin Anglican Church. It is designed more as a way of letting visitors, 
new people to the parish and its current members see who we are, how we are 
being followers of Christ, and how we are moving forward in mission.

Many of the churches in the Diocese of Canberra and Goulburn have 
already celebrated their centenaries. Celebrating 25 years seems pale by com-
parison. However, it is a firm foothold—a remnant church in a burgeoning 
metropolis which grows up and out as we look at it.

Gungahlin is an interesting development in Canberra. It is not much older 
than our church community. Most of the people have moved here from all 
parts of Australia and overseas. Some people have described Gungahlin as a 
post-modern society where families are diverse but also self-contained, like 
little islands in a sea of houses. Change is the norm. Transience is the driver 
of this change as people come and go. There are people in Gungahlin who are 
financially and socially poor but they are not a large percentage of the popu-
lation. Nevertheless, the church must continue to seek them out and support 
them. The far greater need in Gungahlin is that of overcoming spiritual poverty 
and building community.

Having moved to Gungahlin from Temora in NSW in 1999, I have been 
a member of Gungahlin Anglican Church for 19 of the 25 years. I have seen 
the first shoots and the growth of the sapling. Now I am seeing a new era of 
growth, not just in numbers but also in the Christian maturity of our members. 
All of our clergy over the years have demonstrated that we are all ‘created in 
the image of God’; we all have God’s imprint on us. I am now seeing more 
people recognising that within themselves and others.

I am indebted to Mrs Margaret Heyward’s 25 years of devotion to recording 
events and activities and to compiling a photographic archive of the activities 
of this church. Everything in this book draws on her work.

Graham Lindsay
Honorary Deacon, GAC



Map of the suburb of Gungahlin in Canberra



A view over Gungahlin looking south towards Black Mountain Tower (2014).

Genesis

About Gungahlin

The Australian Capital Territory (ACT) experienced considerable popu-
lation growth in the late 1990s and is still growing at a higher rate than 

most jurisdictions. In October 1991 the then Chief Minister, Rosemary Follett, 
launched the inauguration of the new township of Gungahlin. In March of 
the following year the first residents moved into the suburb of Palmerston.

The land in this area was acquired between 1913 and 1915 by the 
Federal Capital Commission for the nation’s capital. The town of 
Gungahlin was part of the 1957 plan for future development in 
the ACT and was officially launched as Canberra’s fourth ‘town’ 
by the ACT Chief Minister in 1991.

Cultural and environmental surveys were undertaken in the 
early 1990s, the cultural heritage surveys were the most intensive 
and thorough undertaken in the ACT at that time.1

1 Helen Cooke, A Short History of Gungahlin, Canberra Archaeological Society Inc., 
March 2010, (pdf document).
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New construction in Moncrieff and Amaroo (2017)

The township of Gungahlin has grown, and continues to grow, at a great pace. 
It is the quintessential post-modern community: burgeoning new construc-
tion; rapid influx of new, young families with children; people on the move, 
a population continually in flux; self-contained and self-reliant family units 
yet to develop a sense of community; and growth that outstrips the ability of 
local government to provide relevant infrastructure.

Gungahlin in March 1991. Gungahlin Lakes-empty.
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Gungahlin — population data from 2016 Census

Information source: MyGungahlin website.2

• Children aged 0–14 made up 24.2% of the population, people aged over 
65 made up 4.95% of the population.

• Of people over 15 years of age 55.2% were married and 6.3% were 
divorced or separated.

• 62.2% people in Gungahlin were born in Australia. For 39.8% of people,  
both parents were born in Australia. For 43.9%, both parents were born 
overseas.

• 21.9% reported their religion as Catholic, 32.1% reported as no religion, 
and 9.6% reported their religion as Anglican.

• English was reported as the only language spoken at home in 62.4% of 
homes, 35.6% reported two or more languages were spoken at home.

2 https://mygungahlin.com.au/about/about-gungahlin. Accessed 23 July 2018

71,142
TOTAL POPULATION

35,215
MALES 49.5%

35,927
FEMALES 50.5%

31
MEDIAN AGE

26,149
PRIVATE

DWELLINGS

2.9
AVERAGE PEOPLE 
PER HOUSEHOLD

$2,247
MEDIAN WEEKLY 

HOUSEHOLD 
INCOME

$2,167
MEDIAN MONTHLY 

MORTGAGE 
PAYMENT

$390
MEDIAN WEEKLY 

RENT

1.9
AVERAGE MOTOR 

VEHICLES PER 
HOUSEHOLD
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Ian and Margaret Heyward, hosts of the home 
church group.

The mustard seed and first shoot

When the ACT Government implemented its plan for expansion of the 
Gungahlin area in the north west of the territory, the Anglican Diocese 

of Canberra’s Bishop-in-Council (BiC) saw an opportunity to explore new 
ways of being church. BiC examined the idea of linking their plans for planting 
new congregations with the development of low-fee Anglican schools in the 
diocese. The guiding principle for growing the church in this new area was 
not to create a new parish in each suburb but initially to establish one parish 
that would plant new congregations as it grew with Gungahlin itself. This 
principle would encourage the parish to be outwardly focussed on outreach 
and mission. The initial vision was not to lock into a traditional parish struc-
ture but to build the church community differently, beginning with a house 
church concept and then maybe dividing the congregation into a cluster of 
house churches as the numbers grew in years to come.

Genesis of a parish

In 1992, a small number of Anglicans 
living in Palmerston (one of the first 
suburbs in the Gungahlin area) formed 
themselves into a core church-planting 
group under the guidance of the Rev’d 
Frank Phillips, then rector of St Simon’s 
Church in Giralang. A mere 400 people 
lived in the area at the time.

The ‘magnets’ at the core of this 
group were Ian and Margaret Heyward. 

In February 1993, the Rev’d Robert Holland, acting as an unpaid honorary 
priest, led eleven people in the inaugural Communion service held in the 
Heyward’s home in Palmerston. This home-based church functioned as an 
‘Area under the Care of the Bishop’ and was paired with St John’s Church in 
Reid for support. The small group knocked on doors, delivered invitational 
pamphlets and prayed and worshipped together faithfully. That same year the 
diocese’s Gungahlin Task Force, a committee of BiC, handed its remit over to 
the small church under the leadership of Robert Holland.

8
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Church and school

1994 was the year in which the church–school relationship was promoted 
by Bishop George Browning. He inducted the Rev’d Vicky Cullen as part-
time stipendiary priest in July. In 1995 the newly-formed ‘Special District 
of Gungahlin’ began holding regular weekly services in the Ngunnawal 
Neighbourhood Centre.
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From one mustard 
seed to three trees

The mission-focussed vision of a co-located church and low-fee Anglican 
school became a reality in 1997. The foundation stone was laid in 

November. The school board appointed Paul Browning as the foundation 
principal and Sarah Grassl as additional teacher to teach K-3 in two classes. 
The school commenced operation in February 1999 with an initial enrolment 
of 25 children.

The first building on the site was affectionately known as ‘the little house on 
the prairie’ because of its then isolated location in a bare field. Before the 
building was completed, Bishop George Browning had inducted the Rev’d 
Malcolm Richards, an ex-CMS missionary, as the first full-time stipended 
priest for Gungahlin Anglican Church (GAC). The parish rented a house in 
Buller Crescent, Palmerston, using funds from the ‘ministry loan’ from the 
diocese. Following Malcolm’s initiative, the parish found a partly completed 
house to buy in Wanderer Circuit, Amaroo. The parish requested a loan from 
the diocese and the new rectory was made ready for him and his family.

The ‘little house on the prairie’. First building of Burgmann Anglican School Stage 1.
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The first services under Malcolm’s leadership from the start of 1999 were held 
at the Ngunnawal Community Centre. At the first service there were about 16 
adults including families Richards, Browning and Grassl. Services continued 
in that building once the ‘little house on the prairie’ (Stage 1 of Burgmann 
Anglican School – ‘BAS’) was built.

From this point onwards both the school and the church became involved 
in a period of continuous growth and change. Both the principal of BAS and 
the rector of GAC re-affirmed the covenanted relationship between them 
with the well-published, shared goal of bringing the Good News of Jesus to 
the people of Gungahlin.

Growth

From 1999 onwards a variety of outreach and fellowship events were intro-
duced, developed, expanded upon and maintained: regular dessert and 

coffee evenings to welcome new members; ‘Sunday at Seven’ services to cater 
for young people, single people and those who preferred less formal church 
style; Men’s Breakfasts to bring potential members in; Parish ‘Getaways’ or 
camps to cement relationships and develop bible knowledge; pastoral visits; 
the continuing expansion of ‘Growth Groups’, home groups for pastoral care, 
fellowship, bible study and prayer.
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Initially budget support for full-time ministry came through a loan from 
the Anglican Diocesan Development Fund. Between 2000 and 2006, under 
Malcolm Richards’ leadership, mission and ministry activities moved up a step 
in pace. At the same time BAS grew as new buildings were added each year. 
Worship services moved to new, bigger spaces as they became available and 
the congregation grew. In 2005, Bishop Browning dedicated Grace Chapel 
at BAS, big enough to hold 150 people comfortably.

The opening and dedication of Grace Chapel by Bishop George Browning (2 April 2005).
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During this time another part-time minister was appointed. The Rev’d 
Tim Baxter shared his gifts between GAC and a military chaplaincy with the 
ADF. His arrival allowed the experimental development of another congrega-
tion based at Amaroo School in 2004. This experiment was later abandoned 
with focus being re-aligned to the newly gazetted yet-to-be suburbs of Forde 
and Harrison.

The Rev’d Tim Baxter led the first service at Amaroo School in 2004

First service in the ‘new’ Grace Chapel on Valley Way.
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The small copse of saplings

Since the induction of the Rev’d Michael Dasey as rector in January 2006, 
three new part-time members of the clergy team have been appointed: the 

Rev’d Andrew Taylor replaced Tim Baxter as associate minister and part-time 
military chaplain; In 2007 Tracey Jacobs was appointed as part-time coordina-
tor of ministry to children and families while working as a teacher at BAS (she 
was ordained deacon in 2014); and the Rev’d Jason Clift was brought on staff 
with specific focus on welcome and inclusion. The Rev’d David Rajasekeram 
arrived as a ministry student in 2013. He was ordained deacon in 2015 and 
priest in 2016.

Holy Communion at Gungahlin Anglican Church at Forde.
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Growth in the congregation and varying needs brought about the initiation 
of two morning services at Grace Chapel but continued growth indicated the 
need to take another course.

Forde Community Church

When BAS opened its second campus in the new suburb of Forde, GAC had 
already established a group of 15 or so volunteers to prepare themselves to 
plant a new congregation on that site.

Initially collaboratively led by Dr Robin Dunbar as lay leader and GAC’s 
honorary deacon, the Rev’d Graham Lindsay, the group formed Forde 
Community Church in the preschool rooms at BAS. The group was self-sup-
porting and grew over three years to around 30 regulars.

Forde Community Church morphs into Gungahlin Anglican Church at Forde

The original plan was to move from the preschool into Forde’s community 
centre but a general financial downturn in the economy led to long delays 
and the construction of a smaller building. An unexpected grant of money by 
the Australian Government to BAS to build a multi-purpose hall required a 
change of plan. The hall, later dedicated as ‘The Ian and Margaret Heyward 
Hall’, was opened in June 2011. Almost immediately parish council decided 
to move GAC at Forde into the new space and invite more parishioners from 
Grace Chapel on Valley campus of BAS to join the core group.

Forde Community Church, 2010.
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Towards a blooming forest

Being church in Gungahlin

To be church in Gungahlin has meant always being open and alert to 
new possibilities for mission and ministry as new suburbs are created. It 

requires a core group of clergy and lay people who take collaborative and cor-
porate responsibility for leading mission. The success of Gungahlin Anglican 
Church (GAC) has been eternally linked with that of Burgmann Anglican 
School (BAS), a covenanted relationship that itself is in constant flux and 
requires patient, dedicated, mutual attention. BAS is no less church than 
GAC. The two communities have grown up together and together represent 
the presence of Jesus Christ in Gungahlin.

Being church in Gungahlin also means being welcoming and inclusive to 
all who wish to join us regardless of colour, race or difference. It means making 
Jesus known by being authentic followers of Christ and acting upon God’s call 
to each of us. It means recognising that we are but a part of a greater whole—
our diocese and the world-wide church. We know we need to maintain both 
an inward focus on gathering and building up the body of Christ, the church, 
through sound teaching, wise and collaborative leadership, and an outward 
focus on living out the challenge of bearing and sharing the Gospel message 
in our daily lives.

Building up the body of Christ

Between 400 and 500 people now consider themselves regular attendees 
at one of GAC’s congregations. The variation is caused by the volatility 

of the employed people in the ACT. People move easily between service times 
and locations. Parish council continues to develop strategies to manage the 
continued steady growth.

With three separate congregations developing the parish council is working 
to restructure the pastoral care program using, as a foundation, the current 
17 growth groups and trained carers/contactors. Youth groups have been vital 
in the church’s growth and recently there has been a greater link with the 
families of BAS through the efforts of its principal, the BAS chaplains and 
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our ministry team. 
There is also a strong Children’s Church attendance in both the Sunday 

morning services. Ministry focuses on all age groups and needs.
Another milestone in our history has been the opening of the first Gungahlin 

Anglican Church Office in The Marketplace, Gungahlin. 
Currently the parish council and clergy are considering options about 

further church plantings in other recently commenced suburbs like Crace, 
Bonner, Jacka, Casey, Taylor and Moncrieff.

Our relationship with Burgmann Anglican School

The crucial relationship that determines the success of the relation-
ship between Burgmann Anglican School and the Anglican Parish of 

Gungahlin is that of the school principal and the rector of the parish. High 
level, continuing communication and mutual respect is the key. Thus far this 
relationship has been the hallmark of the joint venture. The school and the 
parish have developed and implemented a covenanted relationship in a spirit 
of generosity that reinforces the historical connection.

The parish has contributed to the capital cost of Grace Chapel as well as 
providing volunteers for school activities from time to time. Clergy from the 
parish also teach at the school in some part time capacity. Members of the 
parish are on the school board. Many teachers are members of the parish.

The school is supportive in providing spaces at the school for use by the 
church. While there are glitches and bumps from time to time, they are gen-
erally ironed out because of 
the close communication 
between principal and parish 
clergy and lay leaders.

All this arises from both 
the parish and the school 
having the same orientation 
to the mission of Jesus in the 
world.

The crucial relationship. The Rev’d Michael Dasey, former rector, 
with Steven Bowers, principal of Burgmann Anglican School.
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The voices of leaders

The Rev’d Vicky Cullen
In 1993 Bishop Browning asked me to establish the Special District 
of Gungahlin, building on the house church which was meeting in 
the home of Ian and Margaret Heyward. My husband Peter and I 
drove out to look at Palmerston which was the main suburb at the 
time. Ngunnawal and Amaroo having just started. We found a likely 
looking house in Weddin Circuit and Peter said we would buy it. 
“What with?” I asked”. “We’ll get another mortgage. You can’t run a 
parish unless we live there,” he said. I also needed to buy a car. The 
biggest challenge was starting my ministry with very little provided. 

We had communion vessels, linen, a lovely lectern and some service books. We needed a 
photocopier and I had to buy a computer and learn to use it, so I could do pew sheets. I 
managed to get some input into the building of a new hall at Ngunnawal and in 1994 we 
began to worship there. The Cathedral gave us some prayer books and we bought Together 
in Song. We had music provided by Ian Brown on the trumpet. Every Sunday morning 
we needed to set up the hall and provide morning tea.

There were many baptisms conducted in the hall, in homes and parks, and weddings and 
the occasional funeral which I usually did at All Saints Church in Ainslie. There was lots 
of visiting needed in an area where everybody was new—lots of pastoral issues I started a 
morning tea for mothers and babies in our home and an EFM Group which met weekly. 
I led 3 out of the 4 years of the course which helped prepare lay leaders.

I spent a lot of time in 1995 on the planning of Burgmann Anglican School. There was 
a committee of 3 and we wrote the philosophy of the school and looked at various sites. I 
had been appointed for 3 years and hoped to stay a bit longer but circumstances beyond 
my control meant I had to leave the parish. It was disappointing and difficult as the parish 
office was in my home and the phone number and address were ours. Nevertheless we 
moved to Gunning and on to other ministry.

Dr Paul Browning
I was privileged to be appointed the founding principal of 
Burgmann Anglican School, almost to the day Malcolm Richards 
was appointed as the Rector of the Gungahlin Parish. The vision 
as I understood it, was that the church and the school would 
work together to share the Gospel of Christ with the people of 
Gungahlin. It was an exciting vision to be involved in because, 
apart from an existing congregation worshipping in the Ngunnawal 
Community Hall, there was nothing, no school buildings, no per-
manent home for the church; we had the chance to create something unique.
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Malcolm and I had lengthy discussions as to how the two entities would work cooper-
atively for the Gospel. With the opening of the first school building the church moved 
to Burgmann Anglican School. The students in my class would pack up their room every 
Friday afternoon and set up the chairs for the Sunday Service. They were pioneering 
days, but exciting days, underpinned by prayer, friendship and Christian fellowship. As 
the school grew, so did the church. The partnership was strengthened, and as a result, we 
saw many school families come to Christ and begin their faith journey in the Gungahlin 
Anglican Church.

The Rev’d Malcolm Richards
When we arrived at the beginning of 1999 there had been some 
gap in terms of clergy leadership and the Heywards and others 
were valiantly soldiering on.

While the first couple of months were at Ngunnawal Community 
Centre we were not there for long before we moved to Burgmann. 
When Bishop George asked me to take on Gungahlin Church, 
my mission (if I was willing to accept it) was to grow a church in 
Gungahlin in partnership with Paul Browning and the growing 
team at Burgmann School and by using the school as a base. I was 
to be pastor of the church and chaplain at the school.

Gungahlin at the time had a population of about 20,000 with a projected population 
of about 100,000. Once we had successfully established the initial congregation the vision 
was to keep planting churches as Gungahlin expanded with the idea that in the end we 
would have one large multi-centred parish. It was scary prospect financing the start of this 
new ministry through a loan (ever increasing) from the diocese but God is faithful and 
in less than two years into the project, the parish was financially self-sufficient. Elizabeth 
and I loved our time at GAC!

The Rev’d Michael Dasey
When called to Gungahlin Anglican Church, I expected twin 
roles consolidating the excellent work of Malcolm Richards, and 
expanding the church by planting at least one congregation in 
suburbs that did not yet exist. The background of this twin work 
was a half million-dollar debt. I knew I could not do this without 
the guiding and providing hand of our Lord.

I felt that, given the nature of the area, the key areas for ministry 
were families, schools and Defence Force families.

It is always difficult to narrate one’s own achievements and in every way anything good 
in my ministry in Gungahlin has come from the Lord Jesus. Under him, I would see the 
highlights of my time at GAC as being the individuals who came to faith in Jesus, the 
setting up of the new congregation at Forde, a united youth culture (especially through 
sport), a viable men’s ministry, a strong connection with Burgmann Anglican School and 
a strong staff team to whom I express my gratitude.
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Steven Bowers
My relationship with Gungahlin Anglican Church began when 
my family and I moved to Canberra from Sydney in 2009 and 
I began my role as principal at Burgmann Anglican School. My 
predecessor, Paul Browning, had spoken with great warmth and 
praise of the excellent relationship between Gungahlin Anglican 
Church and the school.

It is very important that the school shares the Christian mission 
of the church and we stand united. I worked closely with Reverend 
Michael Dasey over the past nine years and greatly appreciated his 

warmth and generosity. The school has been blessed that Michael agreed to be lured out 
of retirement for 2018 and undertake the position of School Chaplain.

It is important that I acknowledge the commitment of Ian and Margaret Heyward who 
played an important role in the inception of the school and have contributed in many 
important ways to the school and parish over the past 20 years. Their ongoing friendship 
and belief in our mission is highly valued.

Apart from sharing the Grace Chapel, the church ministry is involved with the school 
in a variety of events including the school’s Easter and Christmas Services, running the 
BBQ at our annual Junior School Foundation Day Celebration, and supporting those in 
our community experiencing hardship.

I look forward to continuing to work together with Reverend Andrew Taylor and his 
ministry team into the future.

The Rev’d Andrew (Red) Taylor
When I arrived at Gungahlin Anglican Church (GAC) in 2008, 
the Gungahlin township was approximately 30,000 people. Now in 
2018, it is closer to 80 000 people. This rapid growth presents huge 
challenges and great gospel opportunities. Change has been part of 
the DNA at GAC since its inception. When it seems complicated 
or difficult, it drives us back to prayer. God has been incredibly 
generous in his ongoing provision for the Parish.

As I look to the future of the GAC, I am encouraged and heart-
ened by the past. Many faithful parish members, many faithful 
staff and a faithful God whom we serve, all working together to 
share the good news of Jesus in our community. I am excited 
about the continuing potential GAC has to train and send both clergy and lay people to 
strategically serve the Kingdom.

Jesus commissioned his disciples to make disciples (Matt 28:16–20) and he challenged 
them to love God and love people (Matt 22:34–40). It is my hope and prayer that with 
God’s help, GAC will do these things faithfully for his glory.
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Faith in action

GAC Carol singers, Gungahlin Market Place 2017

 GAC CAROL SINGERS

GAC carol singers have been active since 2008. Their first performance was at the 
Forde Community Carol service in 2008. Their current practice is to find a place in 
Gungahlin town centre to serenade the passers-by.

SUPPORTING AND NURTURING THOSE IN NEED

A very young unmarried mother came into contact with one of the original members 
of the Forde planting. She needed support and hope. Nurtured at first in the small, 
close-family conditions of the church in the Pre-School, the young woman grew in 
faith and confidence and now feels more than confident to take leadership of an 
activity that asks parishioners to invite their neighbours to join in a pleasant activity 
while absorbing the message of Jesus at the same time.

KNOCKING ON DOORS

GAC@Forde is a lively congregation of all ages and stages and many racial backgrounds. 
One of GAC’s long-time parishioners, Geoff Horne, who has in the past conducted a 
ministry to jails and hospitals on behalf of GAC, now leads a small group of regular 
door-knockers and visitors who seek to spread the message of Christ to all who answer 
the door.
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EU MISSION TEAMS

GAC has regularly hosted EU mission teams. Billeted by parishioners, the young people 
have taken part in activities in the church itself as well as being in and about the com-
munity. Making sure you are seen in the Market Place is important.

CHURCH GETAWAYS

The idea of church getaways inspires people of all ages to spend a weekend together in 
fellowship, fun and learning together about being the body of Jesus Christ.
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Carols at Forde in 2010. BAS Junior Choir.

THE CONGO CONNECTION

Malcolm and Elizabeth Richards worked as CMS missionaries in the Congo with 
Bishop Masimango for many years. This relationship helped our church to stay 
grounded in service to others. Malcolm and Elizabeth did a lot of work in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo to help Bishop Masimango in the formation and 
education of clergy and leading lay people.
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At the end of each service at Forde it is customary to call the children up the front to tell 
the congregation what they learned and did at Children’s Church.

MOTHERS’ GROUP

Bev Raymond and Debra Horsecroft established a GAC Mothers’ Group so that younger 
mums and children from within and without the church could meet together to share in 
Gospel fellowship and friendship in various homes and outdoor locations.
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Appendices

Clergy appointed to Gungahlin Anglican Church

1993–1994 The Rev’d Robert Holland.

1994–1997 The Rev’d Vicky Cullen.

1997–1998
A ministry team including: the Rev’d Norman Kelley, the Rev’d Julie 
Kelley and the Rev’d Vicky Cullen. (The Rev’d Norman Kelley priest-
in-charge as rector of the Parish of Kaleen/Giralang).

1998 The Rev’d Doug Bannerman, locum.

1999–2006 The Rev’d Malcolm Richards (rector).

2001 The Rev’d Peter Grundy, associate minister (temporary/part-time).

2003–2007 The Rev’d Tim Baxter, associate minister.

2006–2017 The Rev’d Michael Dasey, rector.

2007–
The Rev’d Tracey Jacob (ordained deacon 22 February 2014; works 
at Burgmann Anglican School and is family and children’s worker at 
GAC.

2008–2017 The Rev’d Andrew (Red) Taylor, associate minister and Army chaplain 
part-time.

2012–2014 The Rev’d Jason Clift, associate minister focussing on welcome and 
inclusion.

2013–2015 The Rev’d David Rajasekeram (arrived as a ministry student, was 
made deacon in  2015 and later priested).

2014– Tim Williams, lay minister assisting.

2016– The Rev’d Tim Hall (arrived as ministry student, made deacon, now 
priested), assistant minister, pastor of Forde congregation.

2017 The Rev’d Michael Dasey takes long service leave, retiring in August 
2017. The Rev’d Andrew Taylor is locum.

2017– The Rev’d Andrew Taylor appointed rector of GAC.



Financing Gungahlin Anglican Church

Common belief in the community is that the church has some mysterious, 
never empty, pot of money somewhere. The truth is that all Christian 

worship and work is financed by Christians themselves. How then, did GAC 
get started financially?

In its initial stages resources for conducting services and setting up a small 
church without a building came from the members themselves with some 
assistance from the diocese and other churches. In the case of GAC there has 
never really been an imperative to build an edifice. The main imperative has 
always been to join with BAS in reaching out to the community of Gungahlin.

GAC still has an ongoing mortgage to pay off as a result of purchasing the 
rectory. Initially, the diocesan office arranged a special overdraft system with 
the diocese’s Anglican Development and Investment Fund. We have drawn 
down on that account less and less as giving has increased.

At every stage of the church’s development along with BAS, the parish-
ioners have provided the resources of time, talents and money. In the early 
stages of the Forde Community Church, all resources came from among the 
members of that small group.

We trust in God’s providence and act in faith with prudence. Our under-
standing is that, because God is generous, loving and trustworthy, we also 
must follow God’s pattern.

List of chaplains appointed to Burgmann Anglican School

2006 Greg Lees

2007–2011 The Rev’d Mark Beresford, Head of Ministry (ordained priest later).

2007– The Rev’d Tracey Jacob (ordained deacon, 2014)

2009 David Gilmour

2011 Mark Gladman

2011–2017 The Rev’d Alex Abecina (deacon), Head of Ministry

2018 The Rev’d Michael Dasey, chaplain to the Senior School.
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Current activities of Gungahlin Anglican Church

This is not an exhaustive list of all the ministry activity the church engages in. 
It is typical of what happens from time to time. More details are available on 
the church website (www.gungahlinanglican.org.au) or the Facebook page 
(www.facebook.com/GungahlinAnglicanChurch).

NEWCOMERS!

We have new people arrive at Gungahlin Anglican Church all the time. If you 
want an idea about what it’s like to visit us, check out our website. We also 
have a bunch of other things that newcomers might be interested in.

Newcomers events

From time to time we will host a lunch or supper for newcomers. This is a 
great way to meet others who are new to our church and meet with the staff.

Christianity Explored

If you are interested in learning more about who Jesus is and what it means to 
be a Christian, we occasionally conduct a Christianity Explored course. You can 
find out more about these courses at the Christianity Explored official website.

Baptisms and Weddings

If you want to know more about baptisms or weddings there is information 
on the website.

CHILDREN

Tadpoles is a playgroup run by Gungahlin Anglican Church and open to the 
community. It meets at Gungahlin Resource Centre in the Function Room 
on Wednesdays from 9:30 am–11:30 am during school terms.
Kids love Children’s Church because they get to hear about Jesus and how 
much he loves us. There are always fun activities and crafts that go with the 
Bible story, heaps of fun.
Children’s Church runs during the 9:30 am (Gungahlin) service, and the 10:00 
am (Forde) service. Kids aged between 3 and 12 are all welcome to join in.
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YOUNG PEOPLE

We have three Youth programs at Gungahlin Anglican Church: J-Walk and 
Dynamite for young people in years 6 – 9 at school, and Exalt for those 
from year 10 at school to year 12. J-Walk and Exalt run on Friday nights, and 
Dynamite runs during our two morning services. Further information on each 
program is available from the website.

Year 6 – Year 9

J-Walk

For: A bunch of young teenagers who get together to have a great time and 
discover more about Jesus and themselves.
When: Every Friday from 7:00 pm–9:00 pm at Burgmann Anglican School 
(Valley campus) in the gym—during school terms (except the first and last 
week). See our Facebook page for more information!

Dynamite

For: A youth group for students in Years 6–9 who belong to one of our 
morning congregations.
When: Every Sunday morning at the 9:30 am service @ Grace Chapel, 
Gungahlin and the 10:00 am service @ Heyward Hall, Forde.

The church conducts a KYCK trip for our young people in March/April.
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Year 10 – Year 12

Exalt

For: Anyone in year 10 at school up to year 12 who are interested in spending 
time with other young people studying the Bible, getting to know each other 
and having fun.
When: Every Friday from 7:00 pm-9:00 pm at Burgmann Anglican School 
(Valley campus) in the Chapel during school terms. See our Facebook page 
here for more details!

GROWN-UPS

GAC offers various ministries for men and women, with the goal of equipping 
them to grow towards maturity in Jesus, and to share the gospel with others 
in their community. Our ministries also seek to encourage people in life issues 
such as marriage, friendship, accountability and service.

Events designed especially for men and women separately provide oppor-
tunities to fellowship, grow, and have fun together. Some of these are invita-
tional in style with the chance to invite friends to hear a Christian message in 
a non-threatening and relaxed environment.

These events include:

• Women’s Ministry
• Regular women’s walks
• Prayer breakfasts
• Attendance at the Canberra Women’s Christian Convention
• Cooking master classes
• Gingerbread house making
• Crafty club (see below)
• Men’s Ministry
• SWAT— Service with Attitude—Love! (this group does odd jobs in the 

homes and gardens of members of the church and wider community)
• Men’s breakfasts and dinners
• Attendance at Canberra Men’s Christian Convention
• Men’s coffee club at Gungahlin Lakes club
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For upcoming women’s and men’s events please check our website or for the 
full list for the year see the Church Calendar (available from the Church office 
or in the ‘members only’ part of the website). For ministries aimed at younger 
people please check the youth and kids pages.

Growth Groups

There are several Growth Groups which meet in the homes of church members 
each week – mostly in Gungahlin but also other parts of Canberra. These small 
groups provide the opportunity to study the Bible in greater depth, as well as 
helping people get to know one another in a relaxed, informal environment.
Home Growth Groups provide a wonderful support network as people pray 
for one another as well as growing in their knowledge of Christ.

Crafty Club

GAC also offers an opportunity to get together with friends or meet new ones 
and complete a craft.
Crafty Club meets on the last Friday of each month in Harrison.
Each evening we will either complete a set craft or have the evening free for 
you to bring along an unfinished project of your own (BYO project).
There is a small fee of $10 to cover the cost of the craft kit on the nights where 
there is an activity planned. There is also a short talk and supper is provided.

Further information about our activities

If you are seeking information about any of the activities of Gungahlin Anglican  
Church you can find that information by:
• searching on our website www.gungahlinanglican.org.au,
• contacting any of the people listed on page 34 of this booklet by phone 

or email depending on the listing, or
• by calling into the parish office which is located at Office 2D, Level 1, 

46 Hibberson St (above Central Café), Gungahlin ACT.
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MUSTARD SEED 
TO SAPLING

 ¤ The Rev’d Vicky Cullen
 ¤ The Special District of Gungahlin
 ¤ The Ngunnawal Neighbourhood Centre

Mustard seed

Genesis of a church

Mustard seed to sapling
THE MUSTARD SEED

 ¤ 1991 - ACT Government officially 
opens Gungahlin township.

 ¤ Diocese of Canberra & 
Goulburn considers options 
for creating new parishes.

THE FIRST SHOOTS
 ¤ Genesis of a church 1992
 ¤ Small group in Heywards’ home
 ¤ The Revd Robert Holland

Gungahlin Anglican Church

PHASES OF GROWTH
1992–2018
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31 656

47 303

71 142

23 000

Infographic: Phases of growth 1992–2018
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All data pertaining to population comes from 
the Australian Bureau of Statistics site for the 
censuses of 2001, 2006, 2011 and 2016.
Data is not readily available before 2001 for the 
Gungahlin District.



Two saplings now.

The beginning of a forest

TWO SAPLINGS
 ¤ The Rev’d Malcolm Richards
 ¤ 9:30 am and 7.00 pm services
 ¤ Burgmann Anglican School 

- just a few buildings.

THREE TREES
 ¤ The Rev’d Michael Dasey
 ¤ 9:30 am and 7.00 pm at Grace Chapel
 ¤ 10.00 am at BAS in Forde
 ¤ Three growing congregations

2006 2011 2018

TOWARDS 
ANOTHER 

CONGREGATION
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Contact Us

C
hurch O

ffi
ce

Office Manager:  Jen Borrie

office@gungahlinanglican.org.au

PO Box 24, Gungahlin ACT  2912
Office 2D, Level 1, 46 Hibberson St (above Central Café), Gungahlin ACT

Ph. 6255 6573 | Office hours: 9:30 am to 12.30 pm | Monday—Thursday

S
taff

Rector
Revd Andrew (Red) Taylor

20 Nott St, Fraser
Ph. 6258 0005; 0409 252 525 (except Thursday)
red@gungahlinanglican.org.au

Associate Minister, Forde
Revd Tim Hall

57 Margaret Tucker St, Bonner
Ph. 0402 474 098 (except Friday)
tim.hall@gungahlinanglican.org.au

Children’s Worker
Revd Tracey Jacob

Ph. 0406 024 433 (Wednesday)
tracey.jacob@gungahlinanglican.org.au

Student Minister, Grace
Tim Williams

Ph. 0418 824 026
timw@gungahlinanglican.org.au

P
asto

ral C
are

Pastoral Care Coordinators:
John Arndell (10.00am) Ph. 6262 2271

Prayer Chain:
Bronwyn Austin (9:30 am)
Jan Lindsay (10:00 am)
Judy Shellard (7:00 pm)
Margaret Heyward

Ph. 6259 1842 or 0410 112 616
Ph. 6255 4293
Ph. 6238 3050 or 0417 130 052
For urgent or immediate prayer needs contact:
Ph. 6242 9620 or 0417 237 316

Food Bank:
Jan Lindsay

For church members in special circumstances
Ph. 6255 4293

P
arish C

o
uncillo

rs

Church Wardens Other Members of Parish Council

James Bradley (10:00 am)
Hannah McNamara (10:00 am)
Neil Kaines (9:30 am)

David Brooking (9:30 am)
Stephen Morrissey (10:00 am)
Anthony Garbin (10:00 am)
Paul Treloar (7:00 pm)

Church Membership of St Mark’s Library
Parish members are able to borrow from St Mark’s library in Barton for free. Register as a member 
of our church and start borrowing!

Church Website
Register and login to the members area – the code is NEXT5YEARS

(All information up to date as at 30 September 2018.)
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